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Cayin A-88T
Integrated Valve Amplifier

t never ceases to amaze me
of the quantity and quality
of audio products
manufactured in China that
are imported into this
country these days. At first
it used to annoy me a little

that our home-grown products and
established overseas brands had been
swamped by this Chinese invasion, but
not any more. It is to our, the hi-fi
enthusiast’s benefit, that quality and
reasonably priced equipment is
available in this country for us to
savour.

Sure, some of the first examples of
hi-fi product out of China a few years
ago were a bit dodgy, plagued with
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unreliability, poor spare parts backup
and not designed for Australian power
conditions, but all of that has changed
lately as importers, distributors and
retailers have woken up to the fact that
it is not in their interest to handle such
products and the example we are
reviewing this month, the Cayin A-88T
integrated amplifier is a million miles
away from those early examples. Final
Link Audio Pty Ltd, the same people,
that import those beautiful Aurum
Cantus speakers as well as other quality
high-end components, imports the
Cayin range of amplifiers and CD
players into Australia and New
Zealand.

Interestingly enough, Cayin’s
parent company Catic is a massive
Government-owned corporation that
manufactures aerospace and aviation
electronics for Boeing, Airbus and
other aviation companies in Europe.
Cayin products have been designed in
Germany and produced by a state-of-
the-art manufacturing facility in China,
with the aerospace and aviation
technology filtered down into the R&D
and production facility of its products.

The company also manufactures
OEM products for a impressive list of
high-end hi-fi companies so you can
see that its production facility is very
highly regarded and comes with a
wealth of technical expertise to back it
all up.

The result is that it turns out
some pretty outstanding electronics
and what a little beauty this baby is.
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Cayin’s
gorgeous and
affordable
KT88 valve
amp is close to
perfection

By Robert Smith
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